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Workplace Based Assessment (WBA) Advisory Group

Primary Purpose: 

The WBA Advisory Group is constituted to advise the Assessment Sub-Committee on aspects of the curriculum relating to WBAs. The Advisory Group is accountable to the Assessment sub-committee, which is accountable to the Executive of the Faculty. The Chair, (Chief Examiner, WBA) reports to the Director of Assessment. 

Terms of Reference: (These terms of reference were approved on 9 May 2012)

· To quality assure the WBA tools and ensure they are suitable for their purpose and in compliance with GMC (General Medical Council) assessment criteria. 
· To ensure that all current WBA tools are accessible, up to date and accompanied by appropriate guidance. 

· To actively seek improvements to the WBA tools and through the Assessment sub-committee (and where appropriate the Faculty Executive/Board and GMC) seek approval, if necessary, to changes to the tools, or the introduction of new tools. 

· Where improvements to existing WBA tools are made and new tools introduced, to gather the evidence base for the need for such changes and where appropriate, conduct piloting to ensure their validity. 

· To provide expertise on matters concerning WBAs, and when required, to nominate members to advise/attend/participate in external committees, consultations and working parties relating to WBAs (for instance, as instigated by the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges or General Medical Council).

· To ensure trainees, trainers and other stakeholders are up to date with current policy relating to the tools and with prior agreement of the Assessment Sub-Committee and Faculty Executive, to run periodic training events. 

· To continue to evaluate the role of external WBA assessors in the specialist training of occupational physicians. 

Membership: 

Tenure for membership of the WBA Advisory Group is three years in the first instance, normally with a maximum of six years. Applications will be sought for new members.

Current composition of the WBA Advisory Group: 

Chief Examiner, WBA (Chair)

3 Specialty Registrars (StRs)

4 Trainers 

2 External Assessors 

In attendance: 

Head of Professional Standards

Training Co-ordinator 

Composition of Advisory Group with names, November, 2011

	Name


	Group role
	WBA role
	Sector

	Lucia Batty
	Chief Examiner
	Trainer/Ext Assessor
	NHS

	David Bulpitt
	
	Trainer/Ext Assessor
	Industry

	Nikki Cordell
	
	Trainer
	Armed Forces

	Lisa Curran
	
	StR
	NHS

	John Harrison
	Head of London School
	Trainer
	NHS

	Ben Lashbrooke
	
	StR
	Armed Forces

	David Major
	
	Trainer/Ext Assessor
	NHS

	Kathryn McKinnon
	
	StR
	Armed Forces

	Mike McKinnon
	
	External Assessor
	Industry

	Angela Skidmore
	
	External Assessor
	NHS

	In attendance: 
	
	
	

	Rachel Cooper
	Head of Professional Standards, FOM
	
	

	Emma Cox-Smith
	Training Co-ordinator, FOM
	
	


Future composition of the Advisory Group: 

In the future, when current members’ terms come to an end, there should be an equal representation of members from the three different sectors – NHS, Tri-services and private sector. The Advisory Group will therefore be composed as below. 

Chief Examiner

Three Specialty Registrars (one from the NHS, one from the Tri-Services and one from the private sector)

Three trainers (one from the NHS, one from the Tri-Services and one from the private sector)

Three external assessors (one from the NHS, one from the Tri-Services and one from the private sector)

Meetings: 
The WBA Advisory group will meet face to face approximately once every six months, or when required. There is also a facility provided by the Faculty to teleconference. In between meetings, work will be conducted electronically. 

Secretariat: 

The secretariat function for the group is provided by the Faculty’s Training Co-ordinator, who reports to the Head of Professional Standards. 
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